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Abstract 
The master thesis called “Czech films based on well-known criminal cases: from reality, 
newspaper/TV news to feature film and film reviews. Causa Velvet killers“ deals with the 
notorious so-called Orlík Murders from the early 1990s. This case is considered as the biggest 
criminal case of the post-communist era in the Czech Republic. The group of five members 
killed five people, mainly for the money, between the years 1991 and 1993. Three of their 
victims were found in the Orlík Dam – two corpses were sealed in metal barrels and one was 
hidden in a mesh. The murderers were sentenced in 1997 after a four-year-long investigation. 
The movie called Velvet killers or The New Breed, which was directed by Jiří Svoboda, is based 
on these true events. This thesis focuses on the TV version of this motion picture and then also 
on the reviews published after the movie was released in 2005. This thesis mainly wants to 
reflect how the Czech media – specifically newspapers and television news – informed about 
this criminal case in analysed years from 1995 to 1997. The determining factor is the accuracy 
of the information. The aim of the work is to summarize the results of reporting on this case, 
which is still considered as one of the most brutal in the history of our country.  
 
